
December 13, 2020 

 

History Teacher of the Year Award Committee, 

 

I am writing to highly recommend Mrs. Theresa A. Moore for Mississippi’s 2020 History Teacher of the Year award. I first met 

Mrs. Moore in 2007 when our oldest child began his educational journey in the pre-kindergarten class at Sacred Heart Catholic 

Elementary School. Over the course of the past several years, I have had the pleasure of becoming more acquainted with Mrs. 

Moore and her teaching philosophy. My experience as a parent of two of Mrs. Moore’s former students and one of her current 

students, frequent parent volunteer for her sixth grade class, service on the Sacred Heart School Council, professional training as a 

psychologist, and experience as a university professor and administrator leaves me well prepared to offer my endorsement of her 

teaching ability and performance.   

 

Mrs. Moore has always impressed me as one of the most enthusiastic and dedicated teachers. The first time my wife and I met 

Mrs. Moore she was serving in her present role as the fifth and sixth grade social studies teacher at Sacred Heart. As has been her 

custom, Mrs. Moore facilitated the “adoption” of the pre-k students as her sixth graders’ “little buddies”. We will never forget Mrs. 

Moore introducing herself to us and telling us how excited she would be to one day have our pre-k son in her sixth grade class. Her 

enthusiasm for the learning process and love of all Sacred Heart students was inspiring to us as parents acclimating to the formal 

educational journey of our son.  

 

Like all high achieving educators, Mrs. Moore possesses a superior intellect and is extraordinarily motivated to excel in the 

education field. She consistently distinguishes herself as a caring and creative educator who takes serious her responsibility to 

support the development of all students while motivating them to excel in the academic endeavor and strive to improve their 

school and community. For example, Mrs. Moore’s homeroom classes frequently stand out in school-wide friendly competitions to 

collect donations for worthy charitable organizations, oversee the raising of the American flag for the school each morning, and 

deliver the school’s recycling containers to the curb every day for retrieval. Her students take pride in these activities because Mrs. 

Moore has set an example of civic engagement and social responsibility.  

 

While her knowledge of pedagogy and tireless commitment to professional development are impressive, the most defining 

characteristic that differentiates Mrs. Moore as an educator is her passionate desire to engage each child with the love of learning 

about our world and instill in them a belief in themselves. Mrs. Moore consistently implements a variety of educational techniques 

such as friendly learning competitions, engaging slide show presentations, and integration of technology that encourage students to 

interact with the subject matter through all five senses. The seemingly endless supply of energy Mrs. Moore directs toward 

engaging the whole child in the learning endeavor is remarkable. 

 

Although my children are capable of excelling in academic pursuits, none of them can be described as “loving” the educational 

process. However, each of them identify their time in Mrs. Moore’s class as some of the most engaging of their elementary school 

experience. All three have said that Mrs. Moore is one of favorite teachers because she makes learning about complicated history 

fun and interesting. They remember the French and Indian War because she sparked their imagination with creative and factual 

presentations about the war and encouraged them to share their thoughts about how historical events shape our world today. In 

fact, we have grown accustom to our youngest child, Cambrie, spontaneously sharing various historical facts during dinner that she 

learned in Mrs. Moore’s class.   

 

Mrs. Moore’s integration of creativity into the learning process in no way diminishes her emphasis on mastery. She routinely 

challenges her students to achieve a higher level of academic performance and implements multiple methods to support learning. 

For example, each year Mrs. Moore leads the sixth grade class on a field trip to the National World War II Museum in New 

Orleans, Louisiana. The students enjoy an opportunity to leave the typical academic environment and yet they are challenged 

during the trip to solidify their understanding of what was learned in the classroom. Having served as a parent chaperone for the 

trip on two occasions, I have witnessed how this valuable exposure to firsthand accounts of the war expands student curiosity 

regarding our nation’s history.  

 

Mrs. Moore exudes an interpersonal style that is warm, outgoing, and enthusiastic. We are blessed to have her influence at Sacred 

Heart. Based on these behavioral traits and her personality style, I feel strongly that Mrs. Moore is an ideal candidate for the 2020 

Mississippi History Teacher of the Year.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank G. Baugh, PhD 

Father of Callister, Kensington, and Cambrielle (each taught by Mrs. Moore for two years) 

Licensed Psychologist 

Dean of Graduate Programs, William Carey University 


